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REFEECT IONS 


ARMED ASSOCIATIONS, 
| IN AN 
"APPEAL TO THE PUBLIC 


RESPECTING 
THE CONDUCT OF A SET OP MEN 


CALLING TH EMSELVES 


The COMMITTEE of an Aſlociation * 
the Inhabitants of CHELSEA to ſerve. 


in Arms. 
10 WHICH IS ADDED, 


-A Word or T wo to Mr. DEBRETT, 
Upon Party Politics dee. 
IN AN APPENDIX- 


By THOMAS MORRISON, Surgeon. 


— _— 
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Who 8 vr ſteals raſh ; 
»Twas mine, *tis his, and has been ſlave to thouſands ;— 


But he who filches from me my Fes him name, 


Robs me of that which not enric 
But makes me poor indeed. 


A Arsen and fold by | the Bookſellers 
of Chelſea, and in the Strand and Fleet Street, London, 
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ERRATUM. 
page 13, line 2 from the bottom, dire ſhort, read In 


10 THE 
RESPECTABLE MEMBERS 
OF 5 
THE COMMITTEE 
8 OF THE 
Dis TRIO T of HANS TOWN, CHELSEA, 
AND THEIR WORTHY CHAIRMAN, 
. N. BOND, Esa. 


1 a e of my Abet of their 
manly, fair, and conſtitutional Proceedings, 
oppoſed to the arbitrary, oppreſſive, and 
dangerous Meaſures adopted by a Junto at the 

other Extremity of the Pariſh, calling them 

ſelves the Committee of an Aſſociation of the 

ſaid Pariſh and for the ſame Purpoſe, theſe 
Reflections are inſcribed, 


; By their Moſt Obedient 


Humble Servant, 
THE AUTHOR. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Mr intention at firſt was to have pub- 


| liſhed my ſentiments upon this occaſion, i in 


the form of : a hand bill; but my ideas having 
unexpectedly extended from much unavoid- 
able reflection upon the ver y unpleaſant 
ſituation in which I have been ſo arbitarily 
5 placed, they have inſenſibly led me into a 


diſcuſſion which could not be contained in | 


ſo ſmall a compaſs. 


oF 


AsI could with theſe F as gene- 
: rally underſtood as poſſible, not from intereſt- 


ed motives or the fooliſh vanity of appearing 
in print, but that my fair fame may remain 


unſullied 


* 
— 2 ——— : D: ² V. 2 2 neg oo. 


unſullied in the eyes of my fellow pariſpion · 


ers, and as I conceive no mode of publication 


can give ſuch an opportunity to individuals 


to obtain a knowledge of theſe ſentiments as 


to name a place where they may always be | 


had, I have given this method the prefer + 
ence, and I ſhall therefore adyertiſe them 
once in the public papers. 


AN APPEAL 


10 rn 


\ 


IMPARTIAL INHABITANTS 
OF THE 


PARISH OF CHELSEA, 


=. mas 


-» 


5 IN the preſent alarming Criſis, when the 
public mind is feelingly rouſed by the dangers 
which threaten us, it muſt give pain to every 
man who has the intereſt of his country at. 
heart, to ſee an inſlitution eſtabliſhing for its 
defence perverted to the baſe purpoſe of grati- 


| fying private reſentment. The mode in which 
the preſent Committee of the Chelſea Aſſo- 
Ciüͤation conduct their Ballot, is not only in my 
opinion calculated ſo to do, but has actually 
done ſo at leaſt 1 in 1 my particular inſtance. „ 
1 While 
| 


6 0 


While 1 return my beſt thanks to the 
honorable part of that Committee - while 1 
approve the Reſolutions and the unbiaſſed 
conduct of the Mover of them, I can only 
expreſs my ſorrow that the former ſhould 
have been made the dupes, and the latter 
the mouthpiece of a Junto. 


| Through the influence of this junto the mode 
of election was cautiouſly concealed, till the 
| publication of the Reſolutions, conſcious that 
the glaring impropriety of the meaſure would 
4 . defeat the purpoſe they had formed to elect 
. only their own. party after gratifying their : 
private gall. Had I been acquainted with 
this previous to offering myſelf, I ſhould ; 
certainly have had nothing to do with a 
5 Committee poſſeſſing powers of ſo arbitrary 
a nature, as 1 could have pointed out three 
198 of their number : immediately, from whom ; 
conſidering their known conduct towards me, 
1 could SR. "—_— but rejection: and had 
4 even ; 
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I even been elected, 1 ſhould have declined 
ſerving if the ſame powers were to be ex- 
erciſed in the diſmiſſion of any Member. 
To one of theſe men I may have given ſome 
cauſe for his enmity, becauſe I have looked 
at his heart through his actions —becauſe 1 
have deſpiſed a baſe man though cloathed with 

| ſome authority, A ſecond is my enemy be- 

; cauſe he has uſed me ill, and [ have treated 
| him with the contempt he deſerves. The 
enmity of the third I can only ſuppoſe to 
_ ariſe from a certain cold malignity in human 


nature, which though not to be accounted 


for I am ſorry to fay certainly does oxiſt, 
To one or other of this amiable. triumvirate 
i am indebted for a report circulated even 
"MW the time 1 was contributing voluntarily 


to the wants of the ſtate, of my being in 5 


the habit of drinking ſeditious toaſts, Ec. 
: and though that contribution may be conſi- 
dered but an equivocal evidence of my loy- 


ay L could d bring if neceſſary Editors of public 
| papers 


FT 
papers to prove that 1 then ſubſcribed not from 
vanity nor fear, but from Principle. 


T hat thew i men out of ffty-fix, or any greater : 
number, for they poſſeſs a power of encreaſing 
that number to an unlimited extent, ſhould be 

empowered to carry a vote againſt the unequi- 


vocal teſtimony of all the reſt, muſt in a con- 


cern of ſo public a nature ſurely appear 
extraordinary to any man of common ſenſe; 
it muſt ſeem Rill more ſo conſidering that theſe 
men have no reſponſibility attached to their. 
actions, and therefore that any fiſty ſix men in 
their ſenſes ſhould acquieſce | in a meaſure ſo pre- 
poſterous 1 is hardly to be credited. By a ballot 
ſo conducted have I been excluded, a majority. 
of nearly thirty of my fellow pariſhioners voting, 
in my behalf, excluſive of the teſtimony of all 
the abſentees, who muſt be conſidered favorable, 
for no man who had any thing to alledge againſt 
my principles could be doing his duty to his 
country if he was not preſent ; while from three 
f p 0 as © 


> 


F 0 J 
to leven, for different members vary in thelr 
aceount between theſe numbers, were againſt 
my admiſſion. Agreeable to this clear ſtate- 
ment, an individual may have fifty three or 
more voices of his fellow pariſhioners moſt de- 
Cidedly in favour of his loyalty and good | faith, 
while three men whoſe names are undiſcoverable, 
and whoſe motives are inſcrutable, may in oppo- 
ſition to their joint teſtimony have it in their 
power to mark him out as a man diſaffected to 
the government of his country. By theſe men 


be is diſqualified from ſerving her in the hour of 


danger by theſe men he i is to be pointed at as 
unfit to be truſted with arms for the defence of 
his deareſt intereſts, of his family, of his perſon, 
and of his property. Before the bar of this 
ſecret and my ſterious tribunal no evidence is of 
conſequence : : the name of the perſon i is called 


one friend can only ſay he believes him a proper : 


ſubject of ſcrutiny, and another ſupport his 
teſtimony. The ominous box is brought for- 
ward—there the good man with candour and 

Hh opennels 


. 


E 
opengeſs of heart puts in his hand with confi» 
dence there the lurking aſſaſſin, ſwelling 
with the poifon of the baſeſt propenſities of 
| human nature, depoſits his dagger and ſtabs 
the fair fame of unſuſpecting virtue. The 
bt is caſt:— The Propoſer looks with fear and 
75 ſuſpicion upon all around him, he ſees the 
name of his friend traduced in the tendereft 
point without being enabled to point out the 
villains who have done the deed, and retires 
within himſelf with. horror to think of the 
dangerous power in which he has too preci- 
pate acquieſced. 


On the moſt trivial occaſions the laws of 
aur country find a jury of twelve men ne. 
ceſſary ;—here, where the diſcuſſion i 1s, whe 
ther a man be a good citizen or a concealed 
traitor to bis country, ſhall it be in the 
5 breaſt of three to ſay he is her enemy! and 
that not openly but with the ſecrecy of the 


dark myſteries of the Inquiſition! Forbid it 
| Virtue, 


Virtue, forbid it Honor, forbid it the glorious 
Principles of the Engliſh Government! By his 
inquiſitors he is invited under a fair pretence 
publicly to offer himſelf at their bar, unin- 
formed of the manner in which he is to be 
; tried, by a plauſible tale they draw him as 
the aſſaſſin does his victim, into Aa ſituation 
from whence there is no retreat, and there 
| ſecure from detection, ſtab him to the heart. 


A phutletiian has good Wart" ſaid he . 
underſtood I was fore upon the occaſion. I | 


am free to confeſs to that gentleman that he 
15 for once perfectly correct in his informa- 
tion. Tam ſore, very ſore indeed. | Conſcious 
as I am of my attachment to my king and 
country being as ſtrong as that of any man 
aſſociated for her defence, to be dii qualified 
in the baſe way 1 have been from ſhewing 
that attachment might even make as wiſe a 
philoſopher as the gentleman who uſed the 
| enen ſore. Some men may ſhrug up their 

ſhoulder, 


( 1 ) 
ſhoulders and pretend to make nothing of ſuch _ 
2 circumſtance, but he muſt be either a very 


| callous or a very weak man, who does not 
feel it notwithſtanding. 


Would it not ings: fremed very arbitrary if 
in electing the Members to form the Com- 
mittee it had been propoſed that every perſon h 
offering ſhould be rejected, if a ſhew of three 
hands appeared againſt him, tho' the whole | 
Veſtry beſides were in his favour. But even 
this is not near ſo arbitrary as the method 5 

adopted by the Committee; ; the men would 
be pointed out, and if the Veſtry did not make 
them anſwerable, the individual oppoſed would 
have it in his power to do ſo. With them 
there is neither reſponſibility nor appeal. I 
err—an appeal there is, and that appeal I 5 
here make at the bar of an impartial public, 
where ſuffering innocence will always find a . 
friend, and guilty oppreſſion ſtand confounded. 
ſhort, the meaſure ſeems ſo very contrary to every 
principle of law and juſtice, that J am decidedly 


mme 
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77 rd — — 2 * — 88 2 wwe * 
. N _ 


nn 5 
of « opinion, if 'any man Can prove damages i in 
conſequence of his rejection, a fair action will 
r ift the whole Committee 
A rt. I" ſaid bn their defence, that 
the mode of ballotting is not ſo uncommpn. | 
He has witneſſed it in ſocieties of -Free Maſons. 
Are chen our moſt ſacred principles to be ſcru- 
tinized by the myſterious laws of a Maſonic: 
Club? If ſuch is their model, why like its 


Mother was it not conceived and brought forth 
in ſecrecy and when tipe for action, why did 
it not, like the ſerpent's teeth ſown by the 
hand of Cadmus, ſpring up at once a legion of 
| ſoldiers, armed cap-a-pee, to the wonder of 
the gaping multitude, and diſcomfiture of ſuſ- 
pected traitors? I will beg to inform that Gen- 
LEE tleman, though he has my eſteem notwith- F 
ſtanding, that his vote in the preſent Committee 
is of a much more ſerious nature than that he 
= has given in the election of a Free Maſon; it 
is not to decide whether a man is a good bottle 
| (2:19 C companion 


— 
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| companion, 4 good ſinging maſter, or a good 
toaſt maſter; but whether he is ſafe to be 
truſted with arms for the deſence of his Family, 
of his Property, or of his Country. That his 
| oath of ſecrecy may be equally ſtrong cannot 
daðbt, for ſo very ſecret are the proceedings on 
the Committee, that I was not even acquainted 
with my fate till Farvar laſt, though I was 


ballotted for on the firſt night, a fortnight 
 ince. | 


Any private ſociety of men may have a right 
in forming themſelves into a. body, to adopt 
what regulations they pleaſe in the admiſſion 
of their Members ; but the propriety of adopt- 
: ing ſuch a plan in a public meaſure like the 
preſent, will, to a reflecting mind, hardly de- 

mand a moment's confutation, 
Apen fecietics hve inf their Conftiantive - 
eertain motives for their conduct, which the 
public have nothing to do with; a certain eli- 
| bility 


( 19 ) 


 ciples; this eligibility they have a right to eſta- 


bliſh by what criterion they pleaſe. —The l 
Whig Club has been ſpecified as an inſtance, by : 


a Member of the Committee, which, though 


the largeſt Club in England, is certainly not- 
withſtanding only a private ſociety, formed ia 
its Conſtitution for admitting only men of a 
certain party: But even there the mode of 
| balloting i is known to the Candidate, by which 


means he can chuſe whether or not he will 


riſque the ſcrutiny. Here, on the contrary, 


this was concealed till 1 50 or upwards had, ; 1 


the moſt public manner, declared themſelves 
Candidates, ſo that the rejected individuals 
were abſolutely condemned by an ex poſt facto 
law. But ſetting all this aſide, what can any 
private or party conſideration have to do with a 
meaſure adopted for the purpoſe of promoting 
general unanimity. What has party to do with 


the rational man's principles of love to his 


Country ? 


pibility which every Member muſt be ſuppoſed 
to poſſeſs, independent of general public prin- 


© 
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Country ?—Ptrr and Fox, or Fox and Pitt! 
What are theſe ſecond names for treaſon or 
loyalty daily in the mouths of fools? Were 
both theſe mighty demagogues of jarring par- 
ties laid to-morrow in the duſt, what would it 
ſignify? Perhaps the Country would not be 4 
jot the worſe for it. Of this at leaſt I am cer- 
tai, the Conſtitution would not ſuffer by the 
event. 


Tt is unneceffary here to make 4 compariſon 
between the rational proceedings of the Diſtrict 
of Hans Town, or the mode followed by other 
pariſhes upon this occaſion, and thoſe of this 
Committee. I need only ſay; that had it been 
the intention of the latter to fruſtrate as much 
as poſſible the meaſure propoſed by Government, 
| mere effectual ſyſtem could not have been 

purſued than to act "om the plan they have . 
5 _— 


Having... 


\ 
( 21 

Having ſo far proved the injuſtice of tlie pro- 
ceedings of the Committee of the Aſſociation 
againſt myſelf, I think it a duty to ny fellow 
pariſhioners as well as to the world, to offer 
the following reaſons for objecting to the 
method adopted by them in conducting the 
election of Members, as being at the ſame 
time pg l unconſtitutional, and dan- 
gerous. 1 mod uti ae: 
. Beeanſs in an Aſſociation of ſuch einſe⸗ . 
quence to the public peace and ſafety of the 
country, in order to prevent the introduction of 
improper perſons the whole body of its mem- 
bers ought © be choſen in the ſame manner. 


&- Il. Becduſe the Members of the 1 


mittee have not been ſo elected, but in a 


5 way different from n mY the Aſſociation, 


III. Sore, among five Members of that 
Committee, afterwards elected by the objec- 


tionable 


+... Row pe r 
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tionable mode of balloting, one was expelled 


the Aſſociation; and in conſequence it is fair 
to conclude, till the eontlary is proved that 


every fifth man of the preſent Committee is 
not * unfit to ballot, but to ſerve, 


IV. Becauſe, as the mofe numerous every 


Committee is, there is the greater danger of 
? private pique being exerciſed among its 
- Members, it is therefore moſt equitable that 
a8 ſmall a majority as poſſible ſhould in that 
caſe be admitted in a perſon's favour; and 
| becauſe, the mode of balloting adopted by 
the Chelſea Committee is the Way to ad- 


mit it in a very + _ 


v. Becauſe, the power . to ſuch a . 


i Committee of adding to their number, 
which power has actually been put in force, is 
the readieſt way to make their proceedings Kill 

| more arbitrary. 


VI, Becauſe 
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VI. Becauſe it makes the teſtimony of 
three men go beyond the teſtimony of fifty- 
three or any greater number: a thing incon- 


fiſtent with every principle of law or juſtice— 


à meaſure rendered ſtill more arbitrary by 
theſe three men giving that teſtimony in 
ſecret, by which means they cannot be made 
, reſponſible, 


VII. Becauſe, - it gives a power to any 
1 three men pretending to unite from one mo- 
755 tive but acting from another, to expel any 
individual though the whole pariſh. beſides . 
1 5 were i in his favor. 


VIII. Becauſe, an Aſſociation ſo | formed 


being the organ of a party, inſtead of being 
| likely to ſerve its oſtenſible motive, the pre- 
ſervation of the public peace, is more calcu- 
| lated to promote PRs diſturbance and di- 
viſion 


: IX | Becauſe 
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Ie Becanſe the oldeſt inhabitants of the 
Pariſh are more likely to be rejected than 
ſtrangers; ; as no man can object to a per- 
fon propoſe with whom he is not acquainted; 


on the contrary, few individuals reſiding. many 


years in a pariſh, can from unavoidable cir- 
cumſtances prevent differences which may 
induce others to oppoſe him en the above 


; motives, 5 


* 


X. Becauſe, fom: all this, it appears that 


the Committee of the Chelſea Aſſociation, 


inſtead of acting as 2 Committee elected for 


the purpoſe of rejecting men improper to 


aſſiſt government in the hour of danger; 


appear by their conduct to act more like a 
fecret inquiſition formed to gratify private 
ſpleen, and to injure by kbis means the re- 
putation of reſpectable individuals, that the 
names of the many are merely introduced 


to cover the intrigues of the few, Who would 


not only ſacrifice the characters of individuals | 
to private reſentment, but the * good 
to "Tr wirt. 


I have 


6256 
© | have only now to wh in behalf of myſelf, | 
that from the very unhandſome way in which I 
have been treated in this buſineſs, my fellay | 
pariſhioners: will not ſuppoſe me unconcerned 
for the good of my country, if I hereaſtep 
dedige having any thing to do with any mea- 
ſures which may be adopted in this Pariſh. 1 
am an obſcure | individual, forced from the 
boſom of domeſtic tranquility by the preſſure. 
| of the moment too much engaged with the 
neceſſary avocations. of my profeſſion to attend 
to pariſh diſputes or party politics, 1 ſhall be 
_ fatisfied if this imple appeal to the ſenſes of | 
all honeſt men may convince thoſe who have 
thought wrongly of me:from the baſe machina⸗ 
tions of my ſecret enemies that they haye aud 53 
in their judgment. I will then te 
with pleaſure to my beloved independe 6 and 
petirament; 1 8 187 1 


But to prevent any . of my, prin- 
Ke. I in the, Heſs: PRE; avow that I never did 
| belong . 
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belong to any political ſociety whatever. 
Next, I ſolemnly declare my firm attachment 
to the King and Conſtitution of theſe kingdoms, 
as of all inſtitutions ancient or modern with 
Which 1 am well acquainted, T conceive the 
Engliſh government in its principle to be beſt 
calculated to ſecure the happineſs and inde- 
pendence of a people. 7 Yet, to prove that 
this attachment ariſes from the conviction of 
5 py my reaſon and not from the mad impulſe of 
n e my paſſions, while I admire the general con- 
ſſſictſpuction of the fabric, I am not blind to its 
F | blemiſhes. TI ime has worn ſpots i in the fan. — | 
Time has thrown a ſhade over ſome of the. 
beauties of the Engliſh conſtitution; ' Abuſes 
have infinuated themſelves: I could wiſh them 
reformed, and I hope there i is Rill virtue enough 
remaining among ourſelyes to refo rm them. If 


there i is not that virtue in us, the experiment 


| BY „ = ; would be deſperate indeed to call | in ſuch virtu- ; 
1 ous neighbours. as the F rench to aſſiſt in the 
7 reformation, | 1 am ambitious to belong to no. 
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party but that of the good and virtuous. 1 
think any party that can extricate us from our 
preſent difficulties would deſerve the warmeſt 
thanks of their country, except the preſent. 
Miniſter and the men who have ated with him 


in plunging us into our preſent diſaſtrous ſitua- 


tion. But even with them or any other ſet of : 


men whatever, I will act with alacrity in 


repelling the attack of a foreign ehemy, and 
will ſpend my deareſt blood and laſt ſhilling 
in defence of the independence of my country. 
| Such are the heads of my political creed, and 
: 1 defy the whole world to come forward and : 
ſay that I have ever in word or action ſerved | 


from them an iota. 


T HOMAS | MORRISON. | 
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FOSTERIPT. 


As: an additiondl reaſon. for the neceſſity that 
an Members of a Committee as well as of 
the maſs of an Aſſociation formed in ſupport | 
of a meafure of ſuch high moment as the 
preſent, ſhould * ergo a ſimilar trial w- 
their principles, 1 have been this morning in- ” 
: formed that one of the Members voted i into 
_ the Committee of Aſſociation in a pariſh at 
= great diſtance, was turned out a few days 
after for refuſing to drink the gs health. 
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APPENDIX. 


Tis I 8 unfortunate compel birth of an 
inexperienced. Author has been in mighty danger 5 
before it could well get into the world, of ſuffering 
ſuiſecation in a blank ſieet of Oppoſition foolſeap. 


The fimple hiſtory of this extraordinary 
caſe is as follows. It was written upon the ſpur of 
the occaſion. The firſt printer in the way was 
applied to. The Author, a novice in the trade, 
_ conſulted him. He would not at firſt give the 
name of any Bookſeller in London who was 
likely to publiſh it; but after peruſal he men- 
tioned ſeveral, among which number was Mr. J. 
Debrett. Upon him the Author fixed as a 
man whoſe political publications 1 in general con- 
veyed what, by the heads of his party, have been 
Fg Whig principles, | Six of the firſt printed 


copies ; 
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copies were carried from the preſs to the houſe 


of Mr. D. He himſelf being from home, his 
Clerk or Shopman took in the copies, and it 
Was ſettled that more ſhould be ſent the 
following day. Among other things it was re- 


queſted from the Author that Mr. D. would 


ſhew them to fr of the members of the mi- 
nority, not from the vain ſuppoſition that his 


ideas upon the ſubject might be of any uſe to 
their clearer conceptions but that they might 5 
ſtop as ſoon as poſſible the mischiefs likely to 
ariſe ſhould the ſame raſh meaſures be adopted 
- over the country. The clerk ſaid he would take 5 
particular care to have ſome always 1n the win- 


dow and upon the counter. The next day, not 


| before five o'clock in the afternoon, fifty co- 

pies more were ſent, when to the Author's no | 
ſmall ſurpriſe Mr. D. declined having any thing : 

more to do with the publication, 


In the mean time taking his filence for con- 


ſent, they being much approved were circulating 


very 


TÞ 13 
very rapidly in this and the neighbouring pariſhes, 
{0 that in a few days another edition was likely ti 


be called for, when by this ſtrange conduct of 
Mr. D. the author is obliged to add a new title 


10 the remaining copies. 


tf 


But the drift of the whole is 1oon perceived, 


The author i is not a party politician. Had Mr. 


F ox's name and the reaſoning againſt parties 


been omitted all had been very well. The ſpi- 


rit of oppoſition would have been good enough 


af according to the faying of honeſt Launcelot 


Gobbo to Jeſſica i in the Merchant of Venice it 


| Hl only damned « on one ſide. 


Thus by ſuch curious heads as meaſure the me- 


rits of a writer by tlie medium through 1 which his 
| ſentiments flow and his abilities by the name of his 


| bookſeller; thus by the admirers of your modern 
Aldus's, Elzevirs and dapper party bookſellers, 


these Reflections are to be condemned; and 
thus while one ſet of politicians endeavour to 


deſtroy 


9 


3 


thee notwithſtanding. 


4 


deſtroy a man's reputation, another ſet ſtrive to 


take from him the power of defence. 


— 
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But good Mr. Debrett thy deſire is complied 


5 with'; and that thou mayeſt take no harm among 5 
thy friends in the Minority, in this public way 
| I tell thee, that the name of no party publiſher 
| ſhall longer diſgrace the bottom of my title 
page :—And ſo good Mr. J. Debrett, with the 
moſt proper reſpect and veneration for thy 
ſublime principles © of oppoſition, good bye to 
thee. 


Alas | this is not all. In this tickliſh age 
of moderation what perils may yet be to paſs? 


perhaps i in the next place the Chronicle and the 
Times may refuſe to advertiſe the pamphlet ; 
and thus inter Scyllam et Charybdim, eheu, perii ! * 


But g0, poor child of anxiety; ; go! go ! Thou 


5 haſt now paſt the Rubicon of life. —Many trou- 
bles and dangers may await thee. Many ca- 


villers may abuſe thee —Yet ſtill J truſt virtue, 
honor, loyalty and good faith will be found with 


| May 2oth, 1798. 
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